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Hello!
I am Greg Chapuis

I am the Resource Teacher for the Gifted at Oakridge
You can reach me at greg.chapuis@apsva.us
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Our Instructional Goals
ALL students need opportunities to think abstractly, work 
at various rates and levels of complexity, and pursue 
tasks independently. 

In addition, students eligible for gifted services need 
opportunities to learn with others of like abilities, as well 
as opportunities to develop social-emotionally.



Instructional Roles 
of the Gifted Teacher
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Collaborate with 
and support 

highly-qualified 
classroom teachers

Provide teachers with 
professional development 
and coaching around 
advanced content and CCT 
strategies.

Work directly with students 
on advanced content, 
abstract thinking, and CCT 
strategies
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#1 Collaboration
Collaborate with and support highly-qualified classroom 

teachers inside and outside of the classroom

5



Purposeful Grouping
Before the start of the year we 
work to cluster group students 
with similar strengths. During the 
year, we use student data to 
create flexible groups so we can 
provide targeted instruction and 
enrichment opportunities.

How do we collaborate?

Instructional Planning
We regularly meet as grade-level 
teams of teachers to plan 
instructional units and discuss 
student work. I also meet with 
classroom teachers to discuss 
goals for advanced learners and 
co-plan lessons.
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#2 Teaching Students
Work directly with students on advanced content, 

abstract thinking, and Critical and Creative 
Thinking (CCT) strategies
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How do we teach together? 

Co-Teaching Concepts
We work together to 
provide students 
differentiated learning 
opportunities. Teachers use 
a workshop model which 
emphasizes small group 
learning over whole group 
instruction. 

Guided Groups
I work with small guided 
groups using advanced 
curriculum, concept 
extensions, and complex 
texts. Students meet with 
their classroom teacher in 
guided groups as well.

Personalized Learning
We strive to provide 
students with enrichment 
opportunities that they’re 
passionate about.  We 
form clubs, facilitate 
passion projects, and 
help students develop 
learning goals.
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Place your screenshot here
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Math Learning Stations
Math learning stations 
are designed to provide 
choice and challenge. 
Here, students applied 
number sense strategies 
and computation skills 
while playing ‘Close To’ 
games during math 
workshop.



Place your screenshot here
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Book Clubs
As part of reading workshop, 
students have book club 
choices. The classroom 
teacher and I help students 
facilitate book club 
discussions and infuse CCT 
strategies as part of our 
small group work.



Personalized Learning
We strive to provide students 
with enrichment 
opportunities that they’re 
passionate about. Here, a 
group of student writers 
work to create their own 
novel as part of NaNoWriMo.

Place your screenshot here
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#3 Supporting Teachers
Provide professional development and instructional 

coaching around advanced content and CCT strategies

12



What sorts of things might 
you work on with teachers?
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Gifted Services 
The Identification Process



Areas of Identification
Specific Academic 
Aptitude (grades K-12)
● English
● Math
● Science
● Social Studies 

Visual or Performing 
Arts (grades 3-12)
● Visual Art
● General Music



Holistic Case Study Approach 16

Nationally- 
Normed 

Assessments

School-Based 
Achievement and 
Performance

Student Behaviors 
and Characteristics
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#1 Nationally-Normed Assessments

Many of these are mass screenings given to all APS students at 
a grade-level. Some nationally-normed assessments used in 

APS include: CogAT, NNAT3 (Naglieri), KBIT.
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2019-2020 Screening Calendar

December 2019
All Grade 3 & 4 
students (and 

new 5th graders) 
take the CogAT

April 2020
All Grade 1 
students 
take the 
NNAT3

April 2020
All Grade 2 
students 
take the 
CogAT
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#2 Student Behaviors and Characteristics
Classroom teachers complete a Gifted Behavior Commentary 

Form to document what they observe in the classroom. We ask 
parents to complete a Parent Information Sheet to 

communicate what they observe at home. 
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● Is highly reflective and/or sensitive to his/her 

environment
● Readily learns and adapts to new cultures 
● Is acquiring language at a rapid pace 

Exceptional 
ability to learn

● Uses and interprets advanced symbol systems in 
academics, visual arts, and/or performing arts 

● Acts as an interpreter, translator, and/or facilitator 
to help others    

● Communicates learned concepts through role playing 
and/or detailed artwork

Exceptional 
application of 

knowledge

● Expresses ideas, feelings, experiences, and/or 
beliefs in original ways

● Perceives and manipulates patterns, colors, and/or 
symbols 

Exceptional 
creative / 
productive 

thinking
● Meets exceptional personal and/or academic 

challenges
● Exhibits a strong sense of loyalty and responsibility     
● Demonstrates exceptional ability to adapt to new 

experiences 

Exceptional 
motivation to 

succeed



#3 School-Based Achievement & Performance

This category includes county specific assessments, 
SOL results, and a portfolio of student work.  
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5th Grade Referral and Eligibility Timeline

January/February: Initial 
referrals are made (parent, 
teacher, or automatic)

March/April: Permissions and 
feedback are gathered 
(parent permission, Gifted 
Behavior Commentary, 
Parent Information Sheet). 

March/April: Data and student work is 
collected and analyzed. Additional 

testing is done as needed. 

April: The eligibility 
committee meets and 
decides on eligibility. 
Parents are informed. 

There is an appeal process. 
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K-4 Referral and Eligibility Timeline

February/March: Initial referrals 
are made (parent, teacher, or 
automatic). The deadline is April 1.

April: Permissions and 
feedback are gathered 
(parent permission, Gifted 
Behavior Commentary, 
Parent Information Sheet). 

April/May: Data and student work is 
collected and analyzed. Additional 

testing is done as needed. 

May: The eligibility 
committee meets and 
decides on eligibility. 
Parents are informed. 

There is an appeal process. 
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Any Questions?
You can reach me at greg.chapuis@apsva.us

Follow me on Twitter @OakThinkers


