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Word, Phrase, Sentence

Sentence: Compose a sentence to sum up your school year 
thus far. 

Phrase: Compose a phrase to keep in mind as the year 
progresses.

Word: What is one word that you feel effectively sums up the 
feelings you have about the school year? 
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Objective
s:

● Provide an 
overview of 
advanced 
academics.

#
#
#
#


Virginia Gifted 
Regulations– 

APS Local Plan 2022 - 
2027: 

FRI
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THU

Virginia Department of 
Education regulations state 
that each school district must 
develop a plan to identify and 
provide services to those 
students who have learning 
needs beyond the regular 
instructional program.

You can access the 
Local Plan here-



Shared 
Responsibility 

for Daily 
Differentiation 
for Advanced/ 

Gifted 
Learners 

FRI
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AAC



1 What is it we expect our 
students to learn?

2 How will we know when 
they have learned it?

3 How will we provide 
time and support when 
they don’t learn it?

4 How will we extend 
learning when they 
already know it or 
learn it quickly?

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

COMMUNITIES 

FRI
WK
NDFour Key Questions Focus 

Us on Learning-



AAC ROLE 

■ Increase teachers’ 
capacity to infuse 
gifted pedagogy in 
the general 
education classroom 
for daily 
differentiation and 
increased rigor
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■ Collaborate with teachers 
to plan and deliver 
rigorous instruction
 
Lead teams in their 
understanding of diverse 
characteristics of gifted 
learners

Facilitate screening and 
identification process  
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“Differentiation is simply a teacher 
attending to the learning needs of a 
particular student or small groups of 
students, rather than teaching a class as 
though all individuals in it are basically 
alike.”  -Carol Ann Tomlinson

● Content:  What is to be 
learned

● Process:  How students 
acquire information

● Product: How students 
demonstrate learning

● Learning Environment:  
Where and with whom 
students learn
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● Whole group team modeling 
for and/or teaching with 
classroom teacher

● Supporting small groups in 
classroom, coordinated and 
co-planned with classroom 
teacher

● Flexible grouping, which may 
be determined by
○ Needs of students and/or 

the classroom teacher
○ Difficulty of unit/topic

 COLLABORATIVE TEACHING



Critical & Creative Thinking 
Framework

WK
ND

https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Framework-Critical-and-Creative-Thinking-Strategies-1.pdf


RESOURCES FOR RIGOR
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English Language Arts

William and Mary Literature Units
Jacob’s Ladder Resources
Caesar's English Resources
Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model-Reading (SEM-R) Framework
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Science

JASON Science
Project Clarion Science Units
Vanderbilt Interdisciplinary Units

Math

Hands-On Equations
Project M2 and Project M3

Project A3: Awesome, Advanced 
Activities 
William and Mary Math Units

Social Studies

William and Mary Social Studies Units
The DBQ Project
Primary Source Documents (Library 
of Congress)
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● Collaboratively plan and 
model Critical and Creative 
Thinking (CCT) strategies and 
Resources for Rigor  with 
teachers

● Build capacity for teachers 
to replicate similar strategies 
and resources in the future

● Working with teachers to find 
and nurture historically 
underrepresented 
populations within gifted 
education (Young Scholars)

CLASSROOM 
SUPPORT GRADES 

K-5



  B.O.Y. COACHING
1st-5th Introduction to CCT with a 

choice board in ELA to increase voice & 
choice

1st: Math Workshop, Project Zero 
Thinking Routines

3rd: Project M3, differentiating within 
ELA with Project Zero Thinking Routines

4th: Hands on Equations, Project Zero 
Thinking Routines, & other 

differentiation in ELA

5th: Math Workshop, Project A3 & M3, 
Habits of Mind WK

ND

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING & 
COACHING

Modeling
Coaching

CLT meetings
1:1 Coaching meetings
Resource professional 

development 



COMMUNICATION
Differentiation Record Form 
quarterly report to parents 
for identified students in 
grades K-5

WK
ND

● Family information 
sessions & Conferences

● Ongoing collaboration 
between 
AAC-classroom-home

● APS & Oakridge AATD 
Webpage
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Word, Phrase, Sentence

Compose a Word, Phrase, or Sentence to capture an 
important point you’ve heard thus far. 
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I will hold a session about the 
screening and identification 
process for gifted identification 
in February.  

Screening and 
Identification 
Information 

Session



■ APS screens entire 
school population by…
■ Universal Screeners
■ Academic Performance
■ Student Conferences
■ Growth Portfolios
■ Products / Process

■ Referrals can be made 
by teachers, parents, 
community leaders, 
and students

Screening and 
Identification 
Information 

Session



Testing: 
CogAT & NNAT

Other 

School: 
Staff observations, 

Portfolios

Community: 
Parents, coaches, 

other

Referral Letters & 
Acknowledgment Form

Nomination & 
Referral

Screening & 
Assessment

Screening Meetings 
with Oakridge panel

Grade level grouping 
meetings to 

determine gifted 
clusters.

Selection & Placement

Parent Permission 

AAC & Teachers gather 
and analyze data

Teachers complete the 
Gifted Behavior 

Commentary

Screening and Identification Process 



AATD Screening Timeline

Fall & Winter Parent Information Meeting
Fall - Services, Winter- Identification

AAC

November Universal Screeners for grades 1 and 2 Testing Coordinator, AAC

Ongoing Communication to parent 
Collection of student work

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists 

February Communication to staff on process AAC

March Fifth Grade Eligibility & Identification meetings

February - May Collection of Data: draft Gifted Behavior Commentary 
(GBC), work samples

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists

February- May Collection of Data:  testing, parent information forms, 
letters to parents

AAC

May - June ID Meetings:  Review of data and completions of school 
GBC

School team: administrator, 
teacher, AAC, specialists, 
counselor (etc.)

June - August Appeals
Level 1 and Level 2

Level 1:  Principal
Level 2:  County wide



Referral Form 
● APS utilizes a referral form to initiate 

the screening process for advanced 
academic services. 

● A referral form can be submitted by a 
teacher, parent, community member 
and/or a student can self refer.

● This is our documentation to start the 
screening/identification process.

● For an automatic referral, only a 
parent permission form is needed.

Digital Referral Form is 
also on the OAkridge AATD 

Website

Nomination & 
Referral



Getting Connected: 
APS Advanced 

Academics

WK
ND

■ APS Gifted 
Services Website 

■ @aps_advanced
_academics



Contact 
Information

AATD Office
Cheryl McCullough, 
Director of AATD, 
Email: 
cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us

Katie Madigan, Supervisor 
of AATD
katie.madigan@apsva.us

Amanda Dempsey,
AATD Specialist
amanda.dempsey@apsva.us  

■ Kirsten Spoto, 
Advanced Academics Coach
■ Email:  

kirsten.spoto@apsva.us

mailto:cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
mailto:katie.madigan@apsva.us
mailto:amanda.dempsey@apsva.us


Parent Advisory 
Committee for 

Advanced 
Academics

WK
ND

Arlington Public School’s 
Parent Advocacy Group 

Part of Advisory Council on 
Teaching and Learning 

Meets Monthly from 7:00-8:30

If you are interested in serving 
on this committee and/or 

attending a meeting, please 
contact the AATDAC chair:

Mary Wierzbicki



PARENT 
RESOURCES

■ National Association for 
the Gifted (NAGC)

http://nagc.org 

■ Supporting Emotional 
Needs of the Gifted 
(SENG)

http://sengifted.org

■ Virginia Association for 
the Gifted (VAG)

http://www.vagifted.org

http://nagc.org
http://sengifted.org/
http://www.vagifted.org/


WHAT 
QUESTIONS 

MIGHT 
YOU HAVE?



Oakridge 
AATD

APS AATD

https://oakridge.apsva.us/programs/advanced-academics-talent-development/
https://www.apsva.us/gifted-services/

