
Summer Reading Tips 
 

1. Book Bundle.  We have included some picture books that you might like to read aloud. 
Do keep reading the longer chapter books if that’s where your child’s interest lies, but 
also let them see you reading (and hopefully enjoying) books where the text is less 
intimidating than a long chapter book.   

2. Sign up for Arlington Public Library’s summer reading challenge (for all ages) or make it 
a routine every week to go and get new books.  Also look for books at Little Free 
Libraries, garage sales, or swap with friends.  Keep books and magazines in the car, in 
their rooms, in the kitchen, living room.  

3. Explore new books together.  Find what motivates your child.  Reading challenges and 
competitions can motivate some children, but discourage others.  Some children are 
motivated by the social aspect of sharing books. Books can be a great way to bond with 
others. Arrange some time (virtual or in real life) for your child to share books with 
grandparents, cousins, friends. Read to one another. 

4. Use Audiobooks.  Download audiobooks to listen in the car.  Find them in our digital 
library. Access via Canvas or at www.MackinVia.com , or at the public library.  

5. Create a routine for your child where reading is a natural part of the day.  Read first 
thing in the morning before they get up or as the last thing they do before falling 
asleep.  Ms. Bentall likes to schedule some reading time during the hot July and August 
afternoons.  Let your child see you read.  

6. Allow real choice, summer is a great time for guilt-free reading.  Don’t worry about 
whether the book seems too easy or too hard, just read.  Captions, jokes, dialogue, 
instructions,recipes, comics, …it’s all reading.  

7. It’s okay to ‘abandon’ books. When a child abandons a book, they are learning that the 
book is not for them. They can use their energy for a book that better suits them. Ask 
questions to prompt them to think about what they like rather than dislike. Make sure 
that there are other books they want to read so that they can keep trying to find books 
that appeal to them. 

8. Keep it fun.  When children have fun, positive experiences of reading, they are more 
likely to push through when reading becomes difficult and frustrating.  Fun reading 
builds their stamina.  

 

https://library.arlingtonva.us/explore/for-readers/summer-reading/
http://www.mackinvia.com/

