
November, 2021

END OF FIRST QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 3rd Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

I’m SO glad to be back at Oakridge this year to support student learning!

It was wonderful to see students in classrooms every day this quarter. Your students

worked hard to master grade-level expectations. At Oakridge, we want to ensure that all

students are learning and growing. Now that the first quarter of school is over, we’d like

to share some of the opportunities students had to go beyond grade-level expectations

in their classrooms. When students demonstrate readiness, by mastering grade-level

standards, we use curriculum resources and strategies to push their thinking beyond

what is outlined in our Virginia standards. In the table below we’ve described some of

the resources we’ve used to promote critical and creative thinking, provide rigorous

content, and extend our curricular goals. As the year progresses, I’ll continue to work

with your child’s classroom teacher to ensure that all students are challenged, engaged,

and learning. Please feel free to contact me (Greg Chapuis, Resources Teacher for the

Gifted) with any questions: greg.chapuis@apsva.us
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How Big Is Big? Understanding and Using Large Numbers

- In this unit students are introduced to large numbers up

to 100,000 using a variety of models. They learn how to

read and write large numbers, extend their understanding

of place value up to 100,000, order numbers and compare

their size.

Tiered Math Learning Activities - We’ve used curricular
resources to develop tiered learning activities that add
complexity to math tasks. Some examples include:

● 4-in-a-row
● 20 Targets
● Build It!
● Creating Number Puzzles

Students had the opportunities to move to more
complex (multi-step) problems as they developed
mastery of grade-level standards.

The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program -
targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability
learners by moving students through an inquiry process
from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts,
using a field-tested method developed by the Center for
Gifted Education at William & Mary. Students in grade 3
learned to comprehend and analyze reading passages
after completing the activities in Jacob’s Ladder (grades
2-3, level 1).
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The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program
(Nonfiction) - Using skill ladders connected to individual
readings related to essays, articles, comparison
documents, infographics, and other nonfiction texts,
students move from lower order, concrete thinking skills
to higher order, critical thinking skills. The ladders
include multiple skills necessary for academic success,
covering language arts standards such as sequencing,
cause and effect, classification, making generalizations,
inference, understanding emotion, using and thinking
about words, and recognizing themes and concepts.

National Novel Writing Month is a fun, empowering
approach to creative writing. The challenge: draft a book
in just one month. For the month of November, you get to
lock away your inner editor, let your imagination take
over, and just create!
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