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END OF FIRST QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 5th Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

I’m SO glad to be back at Oakridge this year to support student learning!

It was wonderful to see students in classrooms every day this quarter. Your students

worked hard to master grade-level expectations. At Oakridge, we want to ensure that all

students are learning and growing. Now that the first quarter of school is over, we’d like

to share some of the opportunities students had to go beyond grade-level expectations

in their classrooms. When students demonstrate readiness, by mastering grade-level

standards, we use curriculum resources and strategies to push their thinking beyond

what is outlined in our Virginia standards. In the table below we’ve described some of

the resources we’ve used to promote critical and creative thinking, provide rigorous

content, and extend our curricular goals. As the year progresses, I’ll continue to work

with your child’s classroom teacher to ensure that all students are challenged, engaged,

and learning. Please feel free to contact me (Greg Chapuis, Resources Teacher for the

Gifted) with any questions: greg.chapuis@apsva.us
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Hands-On Equations - is a supplementary program that

can be used with any math curriculum to provide students

with a concrete foundation for algebra. It uses the visual

and kinesthetic instructional approach developed by Dr.

Henry Borenson to demystify abstract algebraic concepts.

This hands-on, intuitive approach enhances student

self-esteem and interest in mathematics. There are 24

distinct algebra lessons that students can access at their

own pace with teacher support and instruction.

Math Dice - We introduced math dice as an instructional

tool this quarter to support and extend grade level

concepts. Students had opportunities to use math dice to

apply conceptual knowledge and improve fluency. Some

key math topics supported by math dice include: fractions

as division, order of operations, and exponents.

Prime Numbers Learning Stations- Students did a series

of explorations around prime numbers (between 1-100).

They solidified their understandings with a variety of

learning stations including Prime Climb which explores

mathematical structure in multiplication, division, and

prime numbers in a fast-paced, dynamic game of strategy

and luck.
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The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program -
targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability
learners by moving students through an inquiry process
from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts,
using a field-tested method developed by the Center for
Gifted Education at William & Mary. Students in grade 5
learned to comprehend and analyze reading passages
after completing the activities in Jacob’s Ladder (Levels 2
and 3).

The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program
(Nonfiction) - Using skill ladders connected to individual
readings related to essays, articles, comparison
documents, infographics, and other nonfiction texts,
students move from lower order, concrete thinking skills
to higher order, critical thinking skills. The ladders
include multiple skills necessary for academic success,
covering language arts standards such as sequencing,
cause and effect, classification, making generalizations,
inference, understanding emotion, using and thinking
about words, and recognizing themes and concepts.

Document-Based Questions (DBQ) - Each unit is
inquiry-based and requires students to analyze a series
of historical documents in order to answer a particular
question (i.e. Was Hammurabi’s Code just?). Students
must analyze primary and secondary source documents
in order to both form and justify an opinion. The process
provides opportunities for investigation, debate, and
written responses. Our fifth grade DBQ work has been
focused on the ancient world.
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