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END OF SECOND QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 5th Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

I can’t believe we’re already at the halfway point of the school year!
I love seeing students around the building using their critical thinking skills and creativity.
Now that we’re at the halfway point, we’d like to share some more of the opportunities
students had to go beyond grade-level expectations in their classrooms. When students
demonstrate readiness, by mastering grade-level standards, we use curriculum
resources and strategies to push their thinking beyond what is outlined in our Virginia
standards. In the table below we’ve described some of the resources we’ve used to
promote critical and creative thinking, provide rigorous content, and extend our
curricular goals. I’ll continue to work with your child’s classroom teacher to ensure that
all students are challenged, engaged, and learning. Please feel free to contact me (Greg
Chapuis, Resources Teacher for the Gifted) with any questions: greg.chapuis@apsva.us
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Hands-On Equations - is a supplementary program
that can be used with any math curriculum to provide
students with a concrete foundation for algebra. It
uses the visual and kinesthetic instructional approach
developed by Dr. Henry Borenson to demystify
abstract algebraic concepts. This hands-on, intuitive
approach enhances student self-esteem and interest
in mathematics. There are 24 distinct algebra lessons
that students can access at their own pace with
teacher support and instruction.
The Tenth Street Pet Sanctuary: Understanding and
Using Decimals - This unit is an introduction to the
decimal numeration system focusing on conceptual
understanding and operations with decimals. The focus
is on developing a strong understanding of the meaning
of these operations with decimals by understanding the
context and constructing models and algorithms that
make sense of the situations. This quarter we focused on
the section of the curriculum that works on comparing,
ordering, +/- decimal numbers.
Nimble with Numbers (Grades 6-7) - This edition of
Nimble with Numbers correlates lively and challenging
activities to key instructional standards. This curricular
resource provides meaningful practice of high-priority
skills through games, computational mini-assessments,
and independent activities to maximize number and
operations learning. This quarter, some topics included
prime numbers, order of operations, exponents, and
fractions/decimals/percents.
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The Schoolwide Enrichment Model Reading
Framework (SEM-R) is an enrichment-based reading
program designed to:
●
●
●
●

●

Stimulate interest in and enjoyment of reading
Promote and develop higher reading
achievement
Improve self-regulation and automaticity in
reading
Encourage students to select high-interest books
that are slightly to moderately above their current
reading levels
Create independent, lifelong readers

At Oakridge, we used elements of this curriculum during
our 5th grade book clubs.

The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension
Program (Nonfiction) - Using skill ladders
connected to individual readings related to essays,
articles, comparison documents, infographics, and
other nonfiction texts, students move from lower
order, concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical
thinking skills. The ladders include multiple skills
necessary for academic success, covering language
arts standards such as sequencing, cause and
effect, classification, making generalizations,
inference, understanding emotion, using and
thinking about words, and recognizing themes and
concepts.
Document-Based Questions (DBQ) - Each unit is
inquiry-based and requires students to analyze a
series of historical documents in order to answer a
particular question (i.e. Was Hammurabi’s Code
just?). Students must analyze primary and
secondary source documents in order to both form
and justify an opinion. The process provides
opportunities for investigation, debate, and written
responses. This quarter, our fifth grade DBQ work
continued to focus on the ancient world and
literature.
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