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END OF FIRST QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 3rd Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

Oakridge Families - Thank you for your support this quarter!

During the first quarter of school, your students worked hard to master
grade-level expectations. At Oakridge, we want to ensure that all students are
learning and growing. Now that the first quarter of school is coming to a close,
weʼd like to share some of the opportunities students had to go beyond
grade-level expectations. When students demonstrate readiness, by mastering
grade-level standards quickly, we use curriculum resources and strategies to
push their thinking beyond what is outlined in our standards. In the table below
weʼve described some of the resources weʼve used to promote critical and
creative thinking, provide rigorous content, and extend our curricular goals. We
value your collaboration and have included some suggestions around how you
might support this work at home.
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Project A3: Awesome Advanced Activities for Mentoring
Mathematical Minds - is designed to provide differentiated
activities aligned with core math standards to nurture talent
and a love of mathematics in elementary students. This
quarter, students engaged in some of the algebra-focused
lessons.

Home Connection - Try a new math game together to foster
a love of mathematics and work on computational fluency.
Proof is a fast-paced mental math game that asks students
to create equations and then prove that they are accurate.

Tiered Math Learning Activities - We’ve used curricular
resources to develop tiered learning activities that add
complexity to math tasks. Some examples include:

● 20 Targets
● Build It!
● Izit?

Students had the opportunities to move to more complex
(multi-step) problems as they developed mastery of
grade-level standards.

Home Connection - Check out the website YouCubed for
some amazing math challenges you can try at home with
your child. The YouCubed website is run by the Stanford
Graduate School of Education. The goal is to inspire ALL
students with open, creative, mathematical mindsets.

The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program -
targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability learners
by moving students through an inquiry process from basic
understanding to critical analyses of texts, using a
field-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted
Education at William & Mary. Students in grade 3 learned to
comprehend and analyze reading passages after
completing some Jacob’s Ladder activities.

Home Connection - Take a look at these SEM-R Question
Bookmarks. Use one of the question sets to ask your child
about a book they’re reading. The question sets are
designed to be bookmarks, so students can keep them with
their independent reading books.
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https://www.amazon.com/Proof-Fast-Paced-Mental-Magic/dp/B07C5TKRL8/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2TG1M3ZL4DMKW&keywords=algebra+elementary+game&qid=1667913307&sprefix=algebra+elementary+game%2Caps%2C66&sr=8-5
https://www.youcubed.org/resource/youcubed-at-home/
https://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2015/07/semr_elementary_school_bookmarks.pdf
https://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2015/07/semr_elementary_school_bookmarks.pdf


Critical and Creative Thinking (CCT) Strategies - We
recognize the importance of infusing critical and creative
thinking strategies into our curriculum. One of the strategies
we focused on this quarter was Mind Mapping. Mind
Mapping is a method of visual note taking that helps
students organize information in unique and personal ways.
It helps students retain, remember, and recall information, in
addition to helping them see the whole picture at once and
make connections among related ideas. Students created
Mind Maps to show what they knew about the book Wind in
the Willows. In addition, students used the R.A.F.T. strategy
(Role - Audience - Format - Topic) to help understand
perspective and develop creative writing skills.

Home Connection - Encourage students to create a mind
map about something they love. All you need is a large
piece of paper, some markers/colored pencils, and your
imagination.

A Look Ahead to the 2nd Quarter - Next quarter we plan
to continue some of the extension work we started and we
hope to add some additional opportunities for students who
demonstrate readiness:

● During math, when students demonstrate
readiness, we’ll continue to explore algebraic
concepts using the Project A3: Awesome
Advanced Activities for Mentoring Mathematical
Minds curriculum. In addition, students will spend
much of quarter 2 focused on number sense and
computation, including multiplication and division.

● In language arts, we’ll use additional curricular
resources designed for advanced learners to extend
our upcoming nonfiction reading units. The Jacob’s
Ladder Reading Comprehension Program
contains a nonfiction component that uses similar
skill ladders to support students as they move from
lower order, concrete thinking skills to higher order,
critical thinking skills. We’ll also continue our focus
on Critical and Creative Thinking (CCT)
Strategies that connect with grade-level concepts.
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