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END OF FIRST QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 4th Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

Oakridge Families - Thank you for your support this quarter!

During the first quarter of school, your students worked hard to master
grade-level expectations. At Oakridge, we want to ensure that all students are
learning and growing. Now that the first quarter of school is coming to a close,
weʼd like to share some of the opportunities students had to go beyond
grade-level expectations. When students demonstrate readiness, by mastering
grade-level standards quickly, we use curriculum resources and strategies to
push their thinking beyond what is outlined in our standards. In the table below
weʼve described some of the resources weʼve used to promote critical and
creative thinking, provide rigorous content, and extend our curricular goals. We
value your collaboration and have included some suggestions around how you
might support this work at home.
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How Big Is Big? Understanding and Using Large
Numbers - In this unit students are introduced to large
numbers up to 1,000,000 using a variety of models. They
learn how to read and write large numbers, extend their
understanding of place value up to 1,000,000, order numbers
and compare their size.

Home Connection - Try some of the ‘Figure This’ Math
challenges for families to put large numbers into context and
explore some mathematical situations. *Please note: These
challenges go beyond grade-level expectations, so your child
will likely need support with these questions.

The Schoolwide Enrichment Model Reading Framework
(SEM-R) is an enrichment-based reading program designed
to: stimulate interest in and enjoyment of reading, promote
and develop higher reading achievement, improve
self-regulation and automaticity in reading, and encourage
students to select high-interest books that are slightly to
moderately above their current reading levels. At Oakridge,
we used elements of this curriculum during our 4th grade
book clubs.

Home Connection - Take a look at the Question Bookmarks
that are part of this curriculum. Use one of the question sets
to ask your child about a book they’re reading. These
question sets are designed to be bookmarks, so students
can keep them with the books they are reading.

Project M3: Factors, Multiples and Leftovers - This unit
focuses on the development of students’ multiplicative
reasoning power. With an emphasis on a deeper
understanding of multiplication and division, students
encounter a range of different problem situations and learn
about the relationship between multiplication and division
and the properties associated with these operations. This
quarter we used many of the multiplication lessons within this
curriculum.

Home Connection - Play a math game that encourages fact
fluency. We want all 4th graders to know their multiplication
facts quickly. The 24 Game is a way to practice fact fluency
and flexible math thinking.
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https://figurethis.nctm.org/download.htm
https://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2015/07/semr_elementary_school_bookmarks.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/24-Game-Single-Digit-cards/dp/B002AODZFQ/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=24+game&qid=1667910285&sr=8-1


A Look Ahead to the 2nd Quarter - Next quarter we plan
to continue some of the extension work we started and we
hope to add some additional opportunities for students who
demonstrate readiness:

● During math, students will continue to work on
multiplication and division (and how they’re related).
They will continue to use ‘Factors, Multiples, &
Leftovers’ (the curricular resource listed above) to
explore division. In addition, students will spend
much of quarter 2 focused on number sense and
computation with fractions.

● In reading, we’ll use additional curricular resources
designed for advanced learners to extend our
upcoming unit on poetry. The Jacob’s Ladder
Reading Comprehension Program uses skill
ladders connected to individual readings to
support students as they move from lower order,
concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical
thinking skills. Elements of the Schoolwide
Enrichment Model Reading Framework (SEM-R)
will continue to be used in the classroom as well.
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