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END OF FIRST QUARTER

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 5th Grade

Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations

Oakridge Families - Thank you for your support this quarter!

During the first quarter of school, your students worked hard to master
grade-level expectations. At Oakridge, we want to ensure that all students are
learning and growing. Now that the first quarter of school is coming to a close,
weʼd like to share some of the opportunities students had to go beyond
grade-level expectations. When students demonstrate readiness, by mastering
grade-level standards quickly, we use curriculum resources and strategies to
push their thinking beyond what is outlined in our standards. In the table below
weʼve described some of the resources weʼve used to promote critical and
creative thinking, provide rigorous content, and extend our curricular goals. We
value your collaboration and have included some suggestions around how you
might support this work at home.
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Nimble with Numbers (Grades 6-7) - This edition of
Nimble with Numbers correlates lively and challenging
activities to key instructional standards. This curricular
resource provides meaningful practice of high-priority
skills through games, computational mini-assessments,
and independent activities to maximize number and
operations learning. This quarter, some topics included
prime numbers, order of operations, and exponents.

Home Connection - Try out a related math game at home
that supports this work. Prime Climb is a game that students
have in the classroom and can be a fun way to solidify their
understanding of prime numbers under 100.

National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) is a fun,
empowering approach to creative writing. The challenge:
draft an entire novel in just one month. Why do it? For 30
wild, exciting, surprising days, you get to lock away your
inner editor, let your imagination take over, and just create!
Prior to November, 5th grade writers spent a lot of time
using planning documents (focused on character, plot,
setting, dialogue, conflict, etc.) to come up with lots of book
ideas. In November, students began to draft novels.

Home Connection - Ask your child to share a bit about the
novel they’re writing in class. Ask them to bring their
Nanowrimo folder home and share the beginning of their
novel. Check out the author Pep Talks (and other
resources) on the Nanowrimo YWP website.

Math Dice - We used math dice as an instructional tool
this quarter to support and extend grade level concepts.
Students had opportunities to use math dice to apply
conceptual knowledge and improve fluency. Some key
math topics supported by math dice include: fractions as
division, order of operations, and exponents.

Home Connection - Challenge your fifth grade mathematician
to a game of math dice. Math Dice is a dice game that builds
on students' math fluency, understanding of exponents, and
GEMDAS knowledge.
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https://www.amazon.com/Math-for-Love-Prime-Climb/dp/B00PG9590G/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=prime+climb&qid=1667831195&sr=8-2
https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/pages/pep-talks
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0007LYKX0/ref=emc_b_5_i


A Look Ahead to the 2nd Quarter - Next quarter we plan
to continue some of the extension work we started and we
hope to add some additional opportunities for students who
demonstrate readiness:

● In writing, students will continue to draft their novels
for Nanowrimo. After National Novel Writing Month
(November) ends, we’ll discuss ways students can
finish their writing, share their books, publish their
books, etc.

● During math, students who demonstrate readiness
will begin an algebra focused extension called
Hands-On Equations. Hands-On Equations is a
supplementary program that provides students with
a concrete foundation for algebra. It uses the visual
and kinesthetic instructional approach developed by
Dr. Henry Borenson to demystify abstract algebraic
concepts. In addition, we will share an opportunity
for fifth grade students to try out for our Oakridge
Math Dice Club. The purpose of the club is to
practice math dice and prepare for a county-wide
tournament (in the Spring) where each elementary
school competes with a 6-person math dice team.
Check out this video that shows what the APS Math
Dice tournament looks like.

● In reading, we’ll use additional curricular resources
designed for advanced learners to extend our
upcoming unit on poetry. The Jacob’s Ladder
Reading Comprehension Program uses skill
ladders connected to individual readings to
support students as they move from lower order,
concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical
thinking skills. The Schoolwide Enrichment
Model Reading Framework (SEM-R) is an
enrichment-based reading program designed to:
stimulate interest in and enjoyment of reading,
promote and develop higher reading achievement,
improve self-regulation and automaticity in reading,
and encourage students to select high-interest
books that are slightly to moderately above their
current reading levels.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spv6tJt8w5Y&t=1s

