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 END OF SECOND QUARTER 

 DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER - 4th Grade 

 Going Beyond Grade-Level Expectations 

 I can’t believe we’re already at the halfway point of the school year! 

 I love seeing students around the building using their critical thinking skills and creativity. 

 Now that we’re at the halfway point, we’d like to share some more of the opportunities 

 students had to go beyond grade-level expectations in their classrooms. When students 

 demonstrate readiness, by mastering grade-level standards, we use curriculum 

 resources and strategies to push their thinking beyond what is outlined in our Virginia 

 standards. In the table below we’ve described  some  of the resources we’ve used to 

 promote critical and creative thinking, provide rigorous content, and extend our 

 curricular goals. I’ll continue to work with your child’s classroom teacher to ensure that 

 all students are challenged, engaged, and learning. Please feel free to contact me (Greg 

 Chapuis, Resources Teacher for the Gifted) with any questions:  greg.chapuis@apsva.us 
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 The Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension Program - 
 targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability learners by 
 moving students through an inquiry process from basic 
 understanding to critical analyses of texts, using a field-tested 
 method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at 
 William & Mary. Students in grade 4 learned to comprehend 
 and analyze reading passages after completing the activities in 
 Jacob’s Ladder (grade 4, level 2). 

 Home Connection  -  Encourage your reader to explore a 
 variety of genres (fiction, nonfiction, poetry) during library 
 time and when doing independent reading. 

 Document-Based Questions (DBQ)  - Each unit is 
 inquiry-based and requires students to analyze a series of 
 historical documents in order to answer a particular question 
 (i.e. Early Jamestown: Why did so many colonists die?). 
 Students must analyze primary and secondary source 
 documents in order to both form and justify an opinion. The 
 process provides opportunities for investigation, debate, and 
 written responses. This quarter, our 4th grade DBQ work 
 focused on Jamestown. 

 Home Connection  -  Explore the extensive collection of 
 primary source documents at the  Library of Congress  with 
 your child. 

 The  Schoolwide Enrichment Model Reading Framework 
 (SEM-R)  is an enrichment-based reading program designed to: 
 stimulate interest in and enjoyment of reading, promote and 
 develop higher reading achievement, improve self-regulation 
 and automaticity in reading, and encourage students to select 
 high-interest books that are slightly to moderately above their 
 current reading levels. We continued to use elements of this 
 curriculum this quarter. 

 Home Connection  -  Take a look at the  Question Bookmarks 
 that are part of this curriculum. Use one of the question sets 
 to ask your child about a book they’re reading. These 
 question sets are designed to be bookmarks, so students 
 can keep them with the books they are reading. 

 We used a variety of manipulatives, models, and contexts to 
 extend fraction concepts. Students completed  3 Act Math Tasks 
 and modeled their fraction understandings in a variety of ways. 

 Home Connection  -  Consider how you might encourage 
 fraction talk at home (through baking, measuring, telling time, 
 using money, etc). 
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